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SECRET PANAMA 2645 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMANIAN ATTENDANCE AT CONGRESS OF WORLD FEDERATION 
OF TRADE UNIONS 

REE: DEPT A- 1200 

SUMMARY: THREE PANAMANIAN REPRESENTATIVES AT SUBJECT CON- 
FERENCE INCLUDE ONE FROM FREE-LABOR CTRP. SECRETARY GENERAL 
OF LATTER ORGANIZATION TRIED TO AVOID THIS, BUT WAS OUTVOTED 
BY A DISSIDENT GROUP IN CONEEDERATION EXECUTIVE BOARD. END 
SUMMARY 

1 . A 3-MAN PANAMANIAN DELEGATION LEET HERE ON APRIL 8 FOR 
HAVANA, WHENCE THEY INTENDED TO PROCEED TO PRAGUE TO ATTEND 
SUBJECT CONFERENCE. THEY INCLUDED ANGEL GOMEZ, SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF COMMUNIST-DOMINATED NATIONAL CENTRAL OF PANAMANIAN 
WORKERS (CNTP, THE LOCAL WFTU AEFILIATE); RAFAEL CACERES, 

AN OEFICIAL OF CNTP; AND ELOY MERCADO, SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
NATIONAL UNION OF BANK WORKERS AND AN OFFICIAL OF DEMOCRATIC 
CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA (CTRP). 

2. SECRETARY GENERAL DEAN BUTCHER OF CTRP TOLD LABOFF 
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IN CONFIDENCE THAT CTRP RECEIVED A DIRECT INVITATION 
FROM WFTU. AFTER RECEIVING A MESSAGE FROM ICFTU DENYING 
RUMOR THAT LATTER ORGANIZATION WOULD ATTEND, AND MESSAGES 
FROM ICFTU AND ORIT COUNSELING AFFILIATES NOT TO PAR- 
TICIPATE, BUTCHER HAD INTENDED TO SIT ON WFTU INVITATION. 

HOWEVER, GOMEZ ENCOURAGED MERCADO AND OTHERS TO BRING 
MATTER TO FULL CTRP EXECUTIVE BOARD, WHERE BUTCHER WAS 
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OUTVOTED AND MERCADO DESIGNATED TO ATTEND. 

3. BUTCHER ALSO SAID WETU SEPARATELY INVITED CONATO, 

THE UMBRELLA NATIONAL COUNCIL OE LABOR, TO ITS CONGRESS. 
GOMEZ TRIED TO HAVE SECRETARY GENERAL CEEERINO RODRIGUEZ, 
WHO REPRESENTS INDEPENDENT UNION SECTOR ON CONATO, 
DESIGNATED TO REPRESENT CONATO, BUT BUTCHER AND SECRETARY 
GENERAL JULIO CESAR PINZON OP WCL-APPILIATED CIT SUC- 
CEEDED IN BLOCKING GOMEZ' MOVE. 

4. BUTCHER KNEW OF NOTHING SPECIAL THAT GOMEZ HAD 
PLANNED POR CONGRESS, BEYOND A STATEMENT OP APPRE- 
CIATION TO LABOR ORGANIZATIONS PROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 
POLAND, USSR, ET AL, POR THEIR ASSISTANCE TO CNTP IN 
EPPORTS TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP. 

5. BUTCHER SAID WRYLY THAT HE RATHER EXPECTED CTRP TO 
GET RAP OVER KNUCKLES PROM ORIT AND ICPTU BECAUSE OP 
MERCADO'S GOING TO WETU CONGRESS. 

6. COMMENT: BUTCHER'S DEPEAT WAS AT HANDS OP A GAGGLE 
OP DISSIDENTS IN CTRP EXECUTIVE BOARD INCLUDING MERCADO, 
PORMER SECRETARY GENERAL OSCAR DAVIDSON, AND PABLO 
AROSEMENA, AN ASPIRANT TO REPLACE BUTCHER. ALL HAVE 
PLIRTED WITH CNTP, AND OTHER COMMUNIST-DOMINATED LABOR 
ORGANIZATIONS, IN THEIR EPFORTS TO CIRCUMVENT BUTCHER 
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IN PAST. THEIR MOST RECENT PORAY HAS BEEN COOPERATION 
WITH A NUMBER OF LABOR LEADERS CLOSE TO DISSIDENT MARXIST 
GROUP, THE "FRACCION" (AND REPORTEDLY CLOSE TO CERTAIN 
LEFTISTS IN GOP AS WELL) IN TRYING TO ORGANIZE A 
WORKERS' POLITICAL PARTY. WE DO NOT BELIEVE BUTCHER'S 
LOSS OF CONTROL OVER HIS EXECUTIVE BOARD IS SERIOUS, 

BUT THIS EPISODE IS ANOTHER REMINDER THAT HIS GRIP ON 
THAT USUALLY-FRACTIOUS BODY IS FAR FROM ABSOLUTE. 

JORDEN 
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